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arms. The Italians were defeated and com-
pelled to leave Abyssinia independent. In
1935 a succession of small clashes along the
border of Italian Somaliland was magnified
into a major dispute between the Ethiopian
government and Italy. Emperor Haile
Selassie appealed to the League of Nations
to arbitrate the points in dispute but Italy
sent a large army to its East African
colonies with a threat to enforce its claims.
ACACIA, a kafsha, a genus of plants con-
sisting of trees or shrubs with compound
pinnate leaves and small leaflets, growing in
Africa, Arabia and the East Indies and
other tropical and subtropical countries.
The flowers are arranged in spikes or glob-
ular heads, and grow in the axils of the
leaves near the ends of the branches. The
fruit is a dry un-
jointed pod. Sev-
eral of the spe-
cies yield gum-
arabic and other
gums; some have
puekery barks
and pods that are
used in tanning;
an Indian species
yields the valua-
ble medicine
called catechu.
The wattle tree
of Australia,
from fifteen to
thirty feet in
height, is the
most beautiful and
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useful of the species
found there. Its bark contains a large per-
centage of tannin. Several species of acacia
have been successfully introduced into
America.

ACADEMY, akad'emi, a name derived
from that of a school which Plato taught in
a grove near Athens, belonging to the Greek
hero Academus. As generally used, the
word now means a secondary school, cor-
responding to a high school, or a body of
men engaged in any scholarly, scientific or
artistic pursuit. The name also may refer
to the building in which the -work is carried
on. The French Academy, established by
Richelieu in 1635? is the most noted of all
academic associations* As organized, it con-
tained forty members, and its object was to
control the French language and create a
refined literary taste. The institution still

exists very much as it was organized, and to
be elected a member of it is one of the great-
est honors which a literary person can re-
ceive. The first American academy was the
American Philosophical Society, organized
in 1744 in Philadelphia. The Royal Acad-
emy (of artists) is a famous British institu-
tion.

ACADIA, a ka'di a the name formerly
given to Nova Scotia. In 1755 the Aca-
dians were forcibly deported from their
homes because they refused to take the oath
of allegiance to the British government.
This episode has been narrated in beautiful
verse by Longfellow in the poem Evange-
line. See NOVA SCOTIA.

ACAN'TEUS, a genus of tropical and
subtropical plants, two species of which are
characterized by large white flowers and

ACANTHUS
Natural Leaf and Conventionalized Leaf
deeply indented shining leaves. They are fa-
vorite ornamental plants in gardens. In
architecture the name is given to a kind of
foliage decoration, much employed in Ro-
man and later times. The conventionalized
form is the characteristic decoration of the
capital in the Corinthian column. See COL-
UMN.
ACCENT, ak'sent, an emphasis placed on
a certain syllable of a word by which it is
made more prominent than the other sylla-
bles. In words which contain more than two
syllables there may be more than one ac-
cent; one, always stronger than the others,
is known as the primary accent, while the
others are secondary, as in syn'copattion*
The tendency at present in English is to
favor throwing the accent back towards the
beginning of the word as far as euphony per-
mits, as incowf parable. Varying shades of
meaning are given a sentence by taeans of
special stress on one or more words,
is called sentence accent*